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Deduced from the principal £ 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


The circumstanees which ushered in the | 


vear 1807, have not ceased to impart to al- 
most every month of it, an interest and im- 
portance which engages 
contemplation and wonder. We are not in- 
duced to regard a few squabbles between ca- 
binets, ministers, or favourites, as of much 
moment. Whether A or B have succceded to 
his master’s favour, is lost in the magnitude 
of events which involve whole nations, and 
compromise the welfare of a continent; we 
mnight say of a world. 

Nevertheless, as order is indis spensable when 


the intention of acquiring a distinct view of 


important matters is in question, we shall 
begin with considering the state and situation 
of “the British nation ; first as to itself, and 
then as to the other powers of the dificrent 
quarters of the globe. 

When we closed our former paper of this 

nature, we had occasion to state, as events of 
consequence, the deaths of those who were 
eminent among us for wisdom or valour, or 
both. Later incidents have shewn that this 
particular was of greatmoment. ‘The death 
of Mr. Pitt, transferred polttion) power into 
the hands of Mr. Fox: the death of Mr. Fox 
left avacancy in the party of which he was 
the oracle, that could not easily be filled up. 
Private individuals may think they discern in 
certain public characters a fitness for such or 
such posts ; and, ‘* why cannot they be 
** placed in them, independent of the spirit 
“© of party?” But, howe ver plaus ible this 
may appearat first sight, we are justified in 
aflirming asa fact, that statesmen must pay 
some deference to the relative state of parties, 
and to the spirit of party, in their country, 
also. Let the judginens do no more than 
dwell for a short time on the necessity of har- 
mony and union throughout the ac tive mem- 
bers of any gove -rnment whatever, and it will 
discern with the power of demonstration, that 
while the best of men are only men at the 
best, those who are called to plan for the 
benefit of the public, must have the same 
view of things, among themselves, or they 
will never agree as to the measures which 
circumstances demand. Neither can the 
evils which attend on a government, known 
to be divided in opinion, be caleulated by 
those who have not had some insight into the 
principles which influence c: ibinets. Neither 
gan the mischicfs which result from the half 
VoL. Il, [ Lit, Pan Sup.] 
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vents in which they are interested. 


| execution of plans, be estimated, but by those 
who know something of the i impetus ‘which 
is necessary to drive “forward that immense 
|} machine the government of a great nation. 
| The friction which is felt through all de part- 
| iments of the state, opposes a resistance hard! Y» 
if at all, to be overcome by minds of merely 
ordinary strength. Obstacles, impedimen tSy 
difficulties, are perpetually occurring, and 
counteracting the best laid schemes. Few 
men can project exertions which are 
suitable, and feasible: fewer still can force 
those projects into beneficial execution.— 
If this be true, and we are certain it does not 
equal the truth, the importance that a/l who 
are concerned in advising should be ready to 
forward the execntion of what has been a- 
dopted, with that unity of design which is re- 
quisite to the effectual attainment of an object, 
is evident. Hence, then, an equal lm por- 
tance, or rather an absolute necessity attaches 
to those distinctions of party, and opinion, 
w hich prevail in all states. Unanimity of in- 
tention, as to the end desired, and as to the 
means to beemployed, must pervade that ad- 
ministration which is like ly to be of any es 
sential benefit to its nation. ‘ 

If these remarks be true of ordinary times, 
they are more abundantly elie ible to the 
veriod in which providence has cast our lot 
The itive nt are not days of ordinary events. 
The occurrences, which we may be said to 
behold with our eyes, though “happily re- 
| moved hitherto from ‘our highly favonred 
; land, are such as must awaken every attene 
} tion of the mind, and rouse whatever facul- 
| ties distinguish the human from the 

beasts that perish. ‘These principles are ge- 

neral to all governments; neither despotism 
which is the utmost consolidation of power in 
the hands of an tndividual, nor republicanism 
which affects an equality of power through- 
out all its members, is free from parties; nor 
from the hazard attending the degenerating of 
those parties into mere factions, and means of 
indulging the insatiable cravings of personal 
ambition. 

We cannot, 1 
country where a 
blished, we should 
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| contrarieties Of Opinion among it peo- 
ple, as, if indulged, would tend even to the 
dissolution of the social compact i sclf 
These, while active amone private individoals 
only, are of small mement; they divide a 
family, or they prolong inconsequent discus 

| P A é o s 

b 














iii) View of tne State oj Lurope. [iv 


sion in a more mixed assembly of friends, 
they supply matter of discourse to a club, 
and as each combatant returns to his home 
completely victorious over the shallow argu- 
ments of his opponent, they may, perbaps 
in this sense, augment the felicities of life. 
But here ceases their effect. Neither of these 
associations is called on toact: they dispute, 
and their disputes may be endless, with fittle 
harm to the disputants, and less to the na- 
tion: but decision is the duty of government, 
for those who spend in discussion that time 
and those talents which should be employed 
in action, may be very worthy souls in their 
private capacities, but must be extremely de- 
trimental as rulers to the commonwealth over 
which they preside. 
If conformity of views be indispensable in 
the executive government of acountry, if an 
approach towards it in the deliberative repre- 
sentation of a people, affords facilities highly 
desirable: and if to this representation, the 
official members of the executive consider 


themselves as responsible, the importance to 


them of a consentient opinion prevalent 
among those whom they are toaddress, is ob- 
vious. ‘These, no doubt, were among the 
reasons which induced the members of that 
administration which acied with Mr. Fox, 
but which in consequence of his decease 
found itself deprived of bis advice, and repu- 
tation, for calling a new parliament, after 
the failure of Lord Lauderdale’s negociation 
for peace. Mr. Fox had been sanguine in his 
advocacy for peace: the attempt to realize his 
wishes had failed: the explanation of this 
attempt, with the system to be pursued in 
consequence, might be most conveniently 
stated, and settled with most detcrnination 
and perseverance, if supported by a new parlia- 
ment, and the members of this august as- 
seinbly might be supposed to speak the senti- 


ments of the nation on a question, then per- | 


fectly fresh in the recollection of their con- 
stituents. ; 

But a parliament chosen with especial refe- 
rence to one political object might not be 


equally at home on others, of 
description, but of no less mhoment. In pro- 
portion to the magnitude ot any proposition, 
and to the extent of its action on the public 
mind and welfare, is the necessity of its being 
duly and thoroughly considered, before it be 
either dismissed or adopted. In the same 
proportion is requisite unaninity of opinion 
were it practicable, or so near an approach 


to unanimity, asto mark the decided state of 


the public judgment. But the public judg- 
ment was by no means unanimous tn regard to 
the catholic question. The arguments for 
universal toleration in matters of religious 
opinion, were combated by others drawn 
from circumstances which might justly de- 
and well tleserved to be ad- 


niand attention, 


a different } 


) mitted as forcible, on the minds of the con- 
| siderate. ‘The same tntention, then, which 
had caused the dissolution of parliament in 
} October 1806, prevailed when this parlia- 
ment was dissolved, in April 1807, that is ta 
say, the intention of producing such a pre- 


ponderance of opinion as might prevent those 
thwartings, contraventions, and lmnpediinents, 
to the measures of the 
which would have reduced the exercise of 
government to a nullity. Nothing could be 
more natural, than that the executive power, 
looking forward to a period of extremely ar- 
duous difficulties from exterior causes, should 
be intent on removing, if possible, every dif- 
ficulty, from interior causes. i 

We have elsewhere borne our testimony to 
the diligence with which the present parlia- 
ment has dispatched the public business: and 
| without meaning any reflection “on those 
which have preceded it, or on those which 
may follow it, we confess that we consider 
this asa very hopeful feature in its character. 

In the mean time, Ireland, which was the 
country most intimately affected by the ca- 
tholic question, continues peaceable ; and we 
hope will continue so. The good sense of the 
people of that country will conduct them in 
the hour of difficulty, to such measures as 
may promote the general li nefit, and in this 
they will find themselves included, when they 
come to adjust their accounts in the long run. 
We have sometimes attempted to conceive 
what would be the feeling of Dean Swift, 
George Falkener, or other Irish patriots of 
times past, if they could behold some of the 
circumstances now actually operating in fa- 
vour of Ireland. Had they, for instance, 
sugested any fixed sum to which the revenue 
of Ireland should rise ; they most certain], 
would find it greatly. excecded by the present 
income. Had they determined any number 
for the population of that country, it is sur- 
passed; we need not doubt. Had they pro- 
| posed such or such public works, canals, state 
of agriculture, manufactures, exports, the 
patural prod ice of the soil, &c. would not 


cxacculive power, 


their computations fall short of the truth, as 
itis, and much more, as itis likely to be ? 
These considerations should have their weight 
among the well wishers to Ireland: for they 
manifest, that if every thing which they 
could desire has not been effected, yet that 
much has been done, in anticipation, even, 
of their wishes. 

If we turn our eyes to North Britain, we 
may trace the operation of causes which, in 
our opinion, are likely to continue in activity 
for many years to come. The superior nume- 
rical wealth of the southern part of the island 
| had raised the price of labour, and other ima- 
terials of manufactures, so considerably above 
what was their value in the northern parts, 


} that many of their most beneficial branches 
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were transferred from their ancient seats to 
others of greater promise. Hence Yorkshire 
encreased its woollen manufactures ; hence 
Glasgow and many other of the lower parts 
of Scotland, beheld mile after mile of grounds 


covered with cotton goods in various states of | 


progress ;, and countries still further north saw 
iills and manufactories rise in a rapid series 

Such have been the prospects presented by 
the internal state of the British islands. As 
to their external connections, we have seen 
that long solicited event, the abolition of the 
Slave ‘Trade, finally accomplished. The 
length of time during which this question 
had been in agitation was apparently of ser- 
vice to some among the planters, who would 
otherwise have felt a sudden abatement of 
their operative strength. But, we would not 
be too sure, that this very delay has not 
had injurious effects on others, who being 
desirous of extending their cultivation, pur- 
chased slaves with this intention, laid down 
fresh extents of ground for culture, employed 
their powers of production, and by actually 
producing more than ever they had done, 
coutributed to a gradual accumulation of 
West-India commodities in the British mar- 
ket. Add to this the superior properties of 
the species of cane now cultivated in the 
islands, and it will appear that the old planta- 
tions yield more than formerly, while a vast 
spread of new lands and new colonies yield- 
ing ip proportion, augments the general stock 
ina ratioexceeding that of the increase of the 
home consumption. 

This might have been a pleasing and pro- 
fitable incident during peace, but during a 
war peculiar in many of its principles, and 
much of its management, it hes thrown a 
gloom over no small portion of the public 
mind, and has beclouded the prospects of 
very many intelligent, as well us speculative 
men. 

Veare also under the necessity of calling 
the attention of our readers to the situation of 
this country with North America. ‘The Bri- 
tish colonies in North America, are making a 
steady progress in importance, and in the ca- 
pability of affording supplies to other parts of 
ourdominions. We do not Jearn that they 
have retrograded in any of their important in- 
terests : and certainly they have advanced in 
several. The state of religion and reljgious 
knowledge in some of them calls aloud for at- 


tention and remedy. As to the Dnited States | 
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bedeeply regretted, yet no meditated insult 
to the American authorities. In fact, the 
vessel which was struck by the shot, was not 
seen by the Leander, whose firing was in- 
tended to affect two vessels which lay in such 
a position as to conceal the unfortunate suf- 
ferer. Captain Whitby was not on board at 
the time of the firing, having visited a ship 
in-company, the Cambrian, and dined on 
board of her. It does not come within the 
limits of the present paper to state the parti- 
culars of the later affair between the British 
ship Leopard, and the American frigate 
Chesapeake, in which the British Captain 
maintained his right to demand deserters, and 


| the American resisting, suffered the loss of 


several lives, in consequence. The particu- 
lars of that fact are not yet before the public. 
Very great sensation has been felt in Britain 
from the conduct of America in supplying our 
enemies with colonial produce, under her 
protecting flag. ‘The extent of this grievance 
is notorious ; the remedy for it, requires the 
united wisdom of states well disposed toward 


each other. Violence may compromise the 


| honour and dignity of the country, yet fail of 
d > 


| 





we should be happy to report that since the | 


melancholy accident which befell the Leander 
as mentioned in our last, nothing fresh had 
ha; pened to put into hazard the good under- 
standing between that country and our own, 
It is with satisfaction, however, that Wwe 


learn from the trial of Captain Whitby of 
the Leander, that the calamity which took 
place, was one of thoye accidents, always to 


establishing a competent remedy : that must 
be derived from mutual admissions, and re- 
ciprocal understandings. 

India maintains her importance to Britain : 
the ingenuity of scientific men, will, we 
hope, in conjunction with a steady govern- 
ment, improve her resources, and render the 
British sovereignty a boon from the hands of 
wrovidence to the millions which now ac- 
<nowledge her sway. 

In Europe, Britain has endeavoured to 
support her allies against the public disturber. 
They, indeed, expected that she would do 
this both by men and money. Her ministers 
declined to hazard the- former, but whether 
with sufficient decision we do not say: the 
latter they agreed to remit, where they 
thought it necessary, as to Prussia, to. the 
amountof about £200,000 : but they refused 
to guarantee aloan to be made in England by 
Russia totheamount of £5,000,000. They 
Jeft the Emperor of Rassia at liberty to nego- 
ciate such a Joan; but withheld the pledge of 
this country for its repayment, 

The relation of Britain to the other states of 
Christendom differs little from what it was 
before. The addition of Turkey to our ene- 
mies has been no great accession of strength 
to them: but has proved, such are the effects 
of untoward events! an occasion of regret to 
ourcelves. 

Lhe blockade of the island by Buonaparte 
has been but little felt by the uation: it has, 
however, introduced a new question or two 
in civil Jaw: and some embarrassment to 
meet it adequately in politics. 

The new plan for the improvement of our 
finances, as suggested by Lord Henry Petty, 
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must not pass unnoticed ; the very attempt 
sauinilidadl te possibility of eflecting much 
by judicious management. 

Our interior undertakings, though some un- 
doubtedly suffer, yet for the most part con- 
tinue their progress. Canals are projected, 
and are gradually carried into execution: the 
agriculture of the country is attended to: the 
breed of sheep, with the wool, &c. derived 
from them, becomes daily of more and more 
importance ; and the amelioration derived from 
the Merino breed, occupies much skill, and 
induces much competition. Let none sup- 
pose that these circumstances are void of in- 
terest ina political estimate: they are among 
the flesh aud sinews of the body politic, and 
should they waste away, little would remain 
on which Britons could pride themselves. 

Our shipping interest is in delicate circum- 
stances ; yet the demand of transports by go- 
vernment is felt: were any extraordinary pro- 
portion of our vessels out of employ, would 
they not rejoice at the prospect of being en- 
gaged? 


AMERICA. 

The good sense of the President has been 
the means of suspending the execution of an 
act for the non-importation of British goods, 
which had been passed in the American senate 
houses, in a moment of heat and irritation, oc- 
casioned by the incident to which the British 
ship Leander was a party. The President, 
on Dec. 3, informed the houses, that appear- 
ances flattered him with the hope of an ami- 
cable termination of the differences, by the 
then pending treaty. 

The slave trade is wholly abolished in Ame- 
rica after the close of the year. 

The treaty between America and Britain 
has not been confirmed: it is understood to 
consist of twenty-five articles, of which twen- 
ty-three are favourable to America; but the 
other two are contrary to the prevailing senti- 
ment in that country. ‘The main obstacle is 
the privileges claimed by the American flag. 

This government has either been in danger 
of seeing a rising disposition to form new 
states, unacknowledged by the mother coun- 
try, prevail in its neighbourhood, or has been 
duped into expressions of warmth in contem- 
plation of such an event. Cul. Burr, a gen- 
tleman formerly high in office, has given oc 
casion, by a very equivocal conduct, to this 
suspicion, That the time will come, when 
the present establishment of Ameriea must 
yield to change, we entertain no doubt: but, 
whether its danger arises from new settlements 
to be formed and matured into kingdoms, or 
old provinces to be dismembered, time will 
shew. 

The inland discoveries which have occu- 
pied the American government are certainly 
gratifying to the literati; whether they will 


prove advantageous to the state cannot yet be 
determined. If the disease of a country bea 
roving disposition, and if its population be 
of an unsettled disposition, the advantages 
presented by parts beyond its limits, are little 
calculated to correct this inclination. 

The commerce of America is that which 
will principally engage the attention of Bri- 
tish readers. 


AUSTRIA 
Has been accused, by some, of beholding 
the full of Prussia with less regret than satis- 
faction: and of missing her opportunity of 
contributing to crush the Corsican when he 


| was embarrassed, as ke certainly was, in the 








much uneasiness as any other. 


wilds of Poland. ‘This may be uncharitable, 
to say the least, as we have reason to conclude 
that the circumstances of the Austrian popula- 
tion, as to temper, and ability, did not justi- 
fy any very energetic measures on the part of 
the eniperor, had he been so inclined. Austria 
has, however, saved her Gallician provinces, 
formerly part of Poland; and this may be con- 
sidered, all things taken together, as no mean 
advantage. ‘The Gallicias have reaped no little 
profit from supplying the French armies with 
necessaries. Austria has been attentive to 
the re-establishment of her army; she has 
augmented the salaries of some of her offi- 
cers: and has endeavoured to ameliorate the 
condition of her uailitary in general. 

The offer of mediation by Austria between 
the belligerent powers should not be passed 
without notice: whatever was the real inten- 
tion of it, the act itself is a proof of politi- 
cal dignity, and feeling. 

Some have gone so far as to say that the 
Arch-Duke Charles had formed a plan for a 
military conscription, not unlike that of 
France. 

Iv is perfectly easy for Englishmen to sit at 
home and point out the conduct to be 
pursued by a foreign power: but, it may be 
doubted, whether the statesmen who detei- 
mine the measures of that power, are not 
quite as well able to decide for themselves, 
as possibly, we are to decide for them. Af- 
fairs east of Austria may give her quite as 
It ought to 
be remembered that the Turks did not expel 
from Constantinople and the rich provinces 
of Greece, &c. the ancestors of the present 
French, or the present Russian powers: but, 
if any of the crowned heads of Christendom 
has a natural right to those territories, 
Austria is that power. She has always main- 
taincd somewhat of an interest there, by 
her commerce and intercourse, and whether 
she would with pleasure behold herself sur- 
rounded by a dominion almost unknown a 
century ago, will be considered as somewhat 
more than doubtful by a judicious politi- 
cian, 
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Austria, then, is not to be blamed if she 
maintains somewhat of a reserved and cautious 
conduct, foreseeing that another day may 
require the exertion of those energies, which, 
if wasted in premature attempts, will be 
severely regretted. 

Austria might be glad to see to the end of 
present troubles, provided that end were 
favourable to her: but who will warrant that 
her causes of anxiety are concluded, at pre- 
sent? 

DENMARK. 

This country has been long preparing for 
its fate: when it received the notification 
that Sweden had blockaded all the Ports of 
the Baltic, March 24, the Danish commerce 
with which was considerable, what could it 
expect? When it saw its neighbour Ham- 
burgh pillaged, partly by craft, partly by force, 
could it hope for exemption? When it saw 
the war brought so close on its borders as 
Lubeck, and every shot fired in the assault 
of that unfortunate city echoed throughout 
the Danish territory, what could it anticipate 
from the universal foe? Neither could Den- 
mark forget the sazcasms of which it had been 
the subject in some of those French Journals 
wherein Bonaparte was one of the col/abora- 
teurs. By these it was reprimanded for 
assuming a defensive attitude in Holstein ; 
and questioned, as to the propriety of a 
third rate state presuming to make a shew of 
resistance to the invincible legions of Gallia, 
which were able to devour it at a single effort. 
These and other symptoms predicted the 
approach of that erisis, which would involve 
Deninark, nolens volens, in the conflict of 
contending parties. This has at length taken 
place. 


FRANCE. 

The absence of Bonaparte from his Empire, 
has permitted but little importance to attach 
to the proceedings of this country. The first 
thing that strikes us, is, the call for the con- 
scripts of the year 1808, and the severity with 
which this call was enforced. This could not 
but be an anxious occurrence to the nation : 
especially, as report affirms, that of 200,000 
youths which have followed their leader to 
Poland not more than 25,000 will follow him 
to France, in health and safety. ‘he Emperor 
and King, unable to raise a sufficient supply of 
French Soldiers, has had recourse to those of 
his allies: Holland has been drained of its 
youths; the German provinces the same ; 
the Italian provinces the same: and even 
Spain has been required to contribute 30,000 
troops : which being for some reason or other 
destined to form no part of the fighting army, 
are sent to do garrison duty in Hanover. 

April 4, the conscripts voted by the senate. 
The order was given at Osterode in Poland, 
March 90, 


The public finances of this country have 
strongly occupied the minds of its rulers: 
and in consequence of some late measures, the 


| stocks have risen toa height to which they had 


| long been strangers. The five per cents, which 





for a considerable interval stood at 60 to 70, 
have now exceeded that price. We have 
been unable to discover the precise cause of 
this rise: we guess it to be, the speculation 
that France, directing its enmity against one 
nation only, at this time, has a better op- 
portunity of making peace, either by treaty, 
or by conquest. If her Governor could be 
contented, this were no bad speculation; as 
it is, we fear, that calms, such as he could 
obtain, would be merely preludes of a very 
dangerous description to storms and tempests 
in other quarters. The French trade in some 
commodities still continues; in others it is 
cramped ; in others it is suspended : the state 
of morals is truly deplorable : that of religion, 
sickly : a state of jealousy aad suspicion is 
general ; and to this the Corsican owes his 
satety. 

‘’he Low Countries, we believe, are in a 
state comparatively flourishing. Several men 
of war of high rates, have been launched ; 
more are buildmg, in the Scheldt. Great 
endeavours will be used to render this scheme 
available. 

Asto the manufactures of France: they 
are little seen out of her own territories. We 
have taken some pains, by enquiry, to ascer- 
tain the extent of her exports, in her most 
advantageous foreigu connections; but have 
received for answer, that so little is transacted 
in them, as to preclude any satisfactory answer 
to the question proposed. None can be at 
a loss to determine the causes of this who 
have paid any attention to our statements ip 
this volume of the Panorama: they will be 
pursued with all possible att ntion. The 
plans of the ’rench ruler, yet in embrio, have 
vot been so far manifested as to become the 
subject of the present report. 


GERMANY. 

Further changes await this divided country. 
It is almost useless to reason concerning them, 
till they have reached something approaching 
tostability. A new kingdom is talked of, om 
the Elbe: what will be its effect on former 
kingdoms ? Enlargements, here and there, 
are thought mighty convenient and desirable ; 
the system of compensation offers facilities 
for their execution. What the issue will be, 
we cannot tell: in general, the numler of 
petty sovereignties is diminished: the power 
of those instituted is increased. ‘Toleration 
of religious sentiments, is likely to become the 
order of the day. Among so many evils we 
perceive the gradual progress of some advan- 
tages : Many persons are more Sanguine as 


to the benefits attending the result than we 
are, 
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HOLLAND 

Being bound to follow France, of which 
It is a satellite, enforces the BLo¢e 
of Britain, and the exclusion of British «a- 
nufactures, to her own loss. All the Dutch 
Custom-house oflicers were removed, at the 
beginning of the year, to five place 10 Fren h 
ones. I'his is asevere trial tothe Dutch dealers : 
as the loss of Curassoa (Jan. | to the Dutch 
politicians. : ¥ 

April 2t. This kingdom received a new 
division and organization. Instead of cight 
departments it will now form ten. 
mer province of Hollan l, is 
two. Drenthe is to tor another. 
is to be established after the Frei 

Holland is in almost a torpid state. Its fate 


to be formed into 


The whole 





hangs on a thread: we conceive that the | 


hope of better times, is really extant though 
latent. 

The son of the King of Holland, called 
Napoleon Charles, who had been named by 
Bonaparté as his successor, died on May 5. 
For what is that man 
not know the character which may enjoy the 
acquisitions of his struggles ? ; 

The King and Queen of Holland, have felt 
this loss severely: they have both withdrawn 
from this kingdom, but to different places. In 


the mean while, the edicts of Napoleon have | 


their full force ; and many vessels have been 
seized, under the pretence of coming direct 
from Britain. Another establishment of 
French Custom-house officers has been ob- 
truded on Holland; after a six months trial 


of the former. Can that country be prospe- | 


rous the revenues of which are thus wholly 
in the hands of strangers? And then to 
talk of its independence—-——— 
ITALY 
Is a cypher of no amount among the figures 
of the earth. The Pope retains his Sacerdota] 





practices, but not his power or influence, The | 
north of Italy is, we believe, tranquil ; how | 


far it is prosperous we do not know. The 
silk trade, which formerly was open toall, 
now principally centres in Trance : but France 
herself producing the raw material, whether 
this change of customers is to the benefit of 
Italy, may be doubted. The same should 
appear to be justly obsers ed as to most other 


branches of Italian traffic. The south of 


Italy is uneasy, and must so continue, while 
Sicily remains in the hands of its enemies. It 
is possible that French activity may introduce 
some benefits among its subjecis here ; bu: 


they will be benefits rather of police than of 


politics, and rather in lesser matters than in 


articles of importance. 
POLAND. 
Our ‘former report left Bonaparte in Poland, 
whiere he continued, confined by the weather 


rugeling, who does | 


, and other cjreumstances, dur ng the winter. 
| ‘The unusual! milduess of that season. reduced 
' the whole country toa quaginire, and effec- 
lv prevented the fugitive Prussians from 
making head, and the Russians from pushing 
I yd ceriain limits. It has 
so long been the custom of the French to 
inaculty into a victory every skirmish in which 
vours their arms, and to deny their 


1 
| ¢ 


a, that weare unable to es- 





fortune Ta 
losse 3, and reverse 
iimate justly the importance of events in which 
s that a very 
‘ylau in’ Prussia 
n which bothsides 
1 the flower of 
to the destruc. 


} 
is fought ai 


n the } } 4 rr 
On the last day f January, I 





} , _ 
Sucwea no iitlie Oravery : 


the French army was engaged, 


| tion of great partof it. It is likely that the 
loss of both armies in the course of a week 
was not less than 50,000 men. Several other 
violent actions succeeded. ‘The Russians ul- 
timate ly retreated. In the midst of what he 


called his career of victory, Bonaparte sudden- 
ly proclaimed the campaign at an end, and 
he ordered his army into winter quarters, in 
the months of March and April. A_ strong 
symptom that it stood in great need of re- 


anes. 
The fortified places of Prussia, such of 
them, at least, as in some decree. recovered 
from their panic, were successively besieged by 
Bonaparte, and being ill provided for such 
| assaults, most of then fell into his power. 
Dantzic, though a city not well calculated for 
| resistance, being, asall cities are, too extensive, 
yet held out during winter. 
t appears to he certain that while Bonaparte 
| was ai Warsaw, he received an Ambassador 
| from Persia, and another from Turkey: we 
have no authority to add that they were very 
| handsomely attended. ; x 
Wantzic surrendered May 20th, after a long 
resistance, and $1 Gays ‘of open trenches. 
The capitulation was honourable. This has 
| even been thought to need some kind of jus- 
tification, by the French partizans, who ob- 
| serve, that itis the same as was allowed to 
| Mentz, in 1793. Marshal Lefebre, who 
| commanded the besieging army, has been made 
| 


Duke of Dantzic by Bonaparte. This event 
1 


r | leaving the whole of the French army at 


| liberty, was followed by a series of combats 
} and manceuvres, tilla very bloody aflair took 
| place, at Friedland, June 14th, the con- 
} sequences of which were on the whole de- 
| cidedly against the Russians: the reinforce- 
ments expected by theit army being several 
| days’ march in the rear. The battle was ob- 
stinate, and the loss of the French was great 
| as wellas that 6f the Russians. Friedland ts 
| 


about five German miles from Konigsberg, 


which city speedily fell into the hands of 
the victor. 

| Anarmistice was signed at Tilsit, June 21st, 
between the French and Russians 


j 
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Many personal conferences subsequently 
took place, between the Russian Eimperor, the 
F ench Emperorand K ing,and ti Kingof Prus- 





sia. The whole ended in a treaty of peace, of 
which the following are the prineip: ys artic les. 

From the day of exchanging the ratifi- 
cation of the present tre shall be 
perfect peace pry mity between his Majesty 


the Emperor of the Freach and King ¢ of Italy, 
and his Majesty the t-mperor of - all 
Russias. —2. Hostilities shall immediately 
cease at all points by sea or land, as soon as 


the intelligence of the-present treaty shall be | 


officially received. In the mean while, the 
high contracting parties shall dispatch couriers 
extraordinary to their respective  gene- 
rals and commanders.—3. Ali ships of war 
or other vessels, belonging to the high con- 
tracting parties or their subjects, which may 
be captured after the signing of this treaty, 
shall be restored. In case of these vessels 
being sold, the value shall be returned.—— 
4. Out of for his Majesty the Em- 
peror of all the Russias, and to aflord to hun 
a proof of his sincere desire to unite both 
nations in the bands of immutable confi- 
dence and friendship, the Emperor Napoleon 
wishes that all the countries, and 
territory, conquered from the King of Prussia, 
the ally of his Majesty the Emperor of all the 
Russias, should be restored, namely, the part 
of the Dutchy of Magdeburgh, sitnated on 
the right bank of the Rhine, the Mark of 
Prignitz ; the Uker Mark; the Middle and 
New Mark of Brandenburg, with the excep- 
tion of the Circle of Kotbuss, in the Lower 
Alsace; the Duchy of Pom 
Lower, and New Silesia, and the County of 
Glatz ; the part of the District of that Netze, 
which is situated to the northward of the road 
of Driesen and Schneidemuh!, 
northward of aline drawn from Schneidemuh! 
through Waldau to the Vistula, and 
along the frontier of the circle of 
and the navigation of the river Netze 
the canal of Kremberg, from Driesen to the 


esteem 


towns, 


rania 5 4 pper, 





extending 


Bremberg, 


—_ and back, must remain open and _ 


alltolls; Pomeralia; the island of Nog: 
a country on the right bank of the 
and of the Nogatto the West of old } prea 
and to the Northward of the circle of Calm ; 
Ermeland. Lastly, the kingdom of Prussia, 
as it was on the Istof January, 1772 together 





with the foruesses of Spandau, Stettin, Cus- 
trin, Glogau, Breslau, Schweidnitz, Neisse, 
Brieg, Kosel, and Gle atZ, and in general all 


fortunes, citadels, castles, and strong holds of 


snnaidiikenalshienanaeetd inthe samecondition 
in which those fortresse tadels, ¢ and 
strong holds may be at pres nt; also in addition 
to the above, the city and citad elof Graudentiz 
Those provinces which, on the Ist ot 
January, 1772, formed a part of the kingdom 
ef Poland, aud h 


¢ 1 
asties, 





avesinece, at differemt times 
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been subjected to Prussia (with the exception 
of the countries named or alluded to in the 
preceding articles, and of those which are 
described below in the gth article), shall 
become the possession of his Majesty the 
King of Saxony, with power of possession 
and sovereignty. under the title of the Duchy 
of Warsaw, and shall be governed aecording 
toa regulation, which will tusure the liberties 

and privileges of the people of the said Duchy, 
| and be consistent wita the security of the 
neighbouring states.—U. The city of ‘Dantzic, 
| with a territory of two leagues round the same, 
| is restored to her former independence, under 
the protection of his Majesty the King of 
Prussia, and his Majesty the King of Saxony 5 
to be governed according to the laws by which 
| she wasgoverned at the time when she ceased 
to be her own mistress.—7. For a communi- 
cation betwixt the kingdom of Saxony and 
the Duchy of Warsaw, his Maje sty the King 
of Saxony 1s to have the free use of a military 
through the states of his Maiesty the 
King of Prussia. This road, the number of 
troops which are allowed to pass at once, and 
the sentieun i ices, shall be fixed 1" a particular 
iwreement between the two sovereigns, under 
the mediation of France.-—s8. Neither his 
Majesty the King of Prussia, his Maj ijesty the 





road 





King of $ ixony, nor the city of Dantzic, 
shall oppose any obstacles whatever to the 
free navigation of the Vi = under the name 
of tolls, rights, or duties.—g. In order as far 


establish a Pont boundary 


and the Duchy of Warsaw, 
‘tervitory between the present confines of 
a, from the Bug to the mouth of the 
uassona, shall extend in a Jine 
| mouth of the Lassona along the towing 
| of the said river; and that of the Bobra, up 
to its mouth, that of the Narew from the 
mouth ot that river as far as Suradiz; from 
Lissa to its source near the village of Mien; 
from this village to Nutzeck, and from Nuts 
zeck to the mouth of that river beyond Nurr; 
| and finally, along the towing path of the 
Bug upwards, to extend as far as the frontiers 
f Rus sia. This territory is for ever united 
to the Empire of Russia. —10. No person of 
any rank or quality w hatever, whose residence 
or property may be within the limits stated in 
the above-mentioned article, nor any ihabi- 
tant in those provinces of the ancient king- 
| dom of Poland, which mav be given up to 
; st ke hae : 
his Majesty the King of Prussia, 
estates, revenues, 
other kind of income, 


as possible to 


» ~ 
between Russia 


from the 





or any 
pensions, 
shall be mo- 
or in any way whatever 
his rank, qua! ty, “estates, Tes 


venues, pensions, Income, or otherwise, or 


person possessing 


f 


1h) | erson, 


on accoult of 


in consequence of any part, political or mi- 
| litary, which he may have taken in the events 
fot the present war.—11. All contracts and 


between his M;: 


engagements 
o 


Jesty the Kir g of 
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Prussia and the ancient possessors, relative to 
the general imposts, the ecclesiastical, the 
military or civil benetices, of the creditors 
or pensioners of the old Prussian government, 
are to be settled between the Emperor of all 
the Russias and his Majesty the King of 
Saxony ; and to be regulated by their said 
Majesties, in proportion to their acquisitions, 
according to articles 4. and 9.—i2. Their 
Royal Highnesses the Dukes of Saxe Cobourg, 
Oldenburgh, and Mecklenburgh Schwerin, 
shall each of them be restored to the complete 
and quiet possession of their estates; but the 
orts in the Duchies of Oldenburgh and 
ta eaten shall remain in the possession 
of French garrisons til] the definitive treaty 
shall be signed between France and England. 
—13. His Majesty the Emperor Napoleon 
accepts of the mediation of the Emperor of 
all the Russias, in order to negociate and 
conclude a definitive treaty of peace between 
France and England; however oniy upon 
condition that this mediation shall be ac- 
cepted by England in one month after the 
exchange of the ratification of the present 
treaty.—14. His Majesty the Emperor of all 
the Russias being desirous on his part to mani- 
fest how ardently he desires to establish the 
mostintimate and lasting relations between 
the two Emperors acknowledges his Majesty 
Joseph Napoleon, King of Naples, and his 
Majesty Louis Napolcon, King of Holland.— 
15. His Majesty the Emperor of all the 
Russias, acknowledges the Confederation of 
the Rhine, the present state of the possessions 
of the princes belonging to it, and the titles 
of those which were conferred upon thein 
by the act of confederation, or by the sub- 
sequent treaties of accession. His said Majesty 
also promises, information being communi- 
cated to him on the part of the Emperor Napo- 
leon. to acknowledge those sovereigns who 
may hereafter become members of the con- 
federation, according to their rank specified 
in the act of confederation.—16. His Majes- 
ty the Emperor of all the Russias cedes all his 
roperty in the right of sovereignty to the 
Pordship of Jevor, in East Friesland, to his 
Majestv the King. of Holland.—17. The 
present treaty of peace shall be mutually bind- 
ing, and in force for his Majesty the King of 
Naples, Joseph Napoleon, his Majesty Louis 
Napoleon, King of Holland, and the Sove- 
reins of the confederation of the Rhine, in 
alliance with the Emperor Napoleon.—18. 
His Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias 
also acknowledges his Imperial Highness, 
Prince Jerome Napoleon, as King of West- 
phalia.—19. The Kingdom of Westphalia 
shall consist of the provinces ceded by the 
King of Prussiaon the left bank of the Elbe, 
and other states now in the possession of the 
Emperor Napoleon.—20. His Majesty the 
Emperor of all the Russias engages to recog- 











nize the limits which shall be determined by 
his Majesty the Emperor Napoleon, in pur- 
suance of the foregoing 19th article, and the 
cessions of his Majesty the Kingof Prussia 
(which shall be notified to his Majesty the 
Emperor of all the Russias), together with 
the state of possession resulting therefrom to 
the sovereigns for whose behoof they shall 
have been established.—21. All hostilities 
shall immediately cease between the troops of 
his Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias 
and those of the Grand Seignior, at afl points, 
wherever official intelligence shall arrive of 
the signing of the present treaty. The high 
contracting parties shall, without delay, dis 
patch couriers extraordinary to convey the 
intelligence, with the utmost possible expedi« 
tion, to the respective generals and command- 
ers.—22. The Rrussian troops shall be withs 
drawn from the Provinces of Moldavia, but 
the said provinces may not be occupied by the 
troops of the Grand Seignior, till after the 
exchange of the ratification of the future de- 
finitive treaty of peace between Russia and 
the Ottoman Porte.—23. His Majesty the 
Emperor of all the Russias accepts the medi- 
ation of his Majesty the Emperor of France 
and King of Italy, for the purpose of nego- 
ciating a peace advantageous and honourable 
to the two powers, and of concluding the 
same. The respective plenipotentiaries shall 
repair to that place which will be agreed upon 
by the two powers concerned, there to open 
tlie negociations, and to proceed therewith.— 
24. The periods, within which the high con- 
tracting powers shall withdraw their troops 
from the places which they are to evacuate pur- 
suant tothe above stipulations, as also the man- 
ner in which the different stipulations contained 
in the present treaty, shall be executed, will 
be settled by a special agreement.—25. His 
Majesty the Emperor of the French and 
King of Italy, and his Majesty the Emperor 
of allthe Russias, mutually ensure to each 
other the integrity of their possessions, and of 
those of the powe rs included in the present 
treaty, in the state in which they are now 
settled, or further to be settled, pursuant 
to the above stipulations,—20. ‘The prisouew 
made by the contracting parties, or those in- 
cluded in the present treaty, shall be restored 
in a mass, and without any cartel of exchange 
on both sides. —27. ‘The commercial relations 
between the French Empire, th@hingdom of 
Italy, the Kingdoms of Naples and Holland 

and the Confederated States of the Rhine, 
on one side; and the Empire of Russia on 
the other, shall be replaced on the sanie footing 
as before the war.—28. The ceremonial be- 
tween the two courts of the Thuilleries and 
Petersburgh, with respect toeach other, and 
also their respective ambassadors, ministers, 
and envoys, mutually accredited to each other, 
shall be placed on ‘the footing of complete 
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eciprocity.—2Q. The present trea- 
d by his Majesty the Emperor 
e nt d King of lialy, and his Ma- 
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PORTUGAL 

Has hitherto almost iniraci lor sly escape 
the immediate miseries of the times. Si pi 
cion inclines to think thatit will not mueh 
longer e this exemption. Ve are mis- 
taken if it has not already owed its preserva- 
tion to the interference of Britai Ships, it 
is —_ cannot march and " 

yng mountains ; but they can offer an as 


family which thinks proper to 


a n to any 
seck iton board of them, while 
p rt. 

The Portuguese trade with Brit 
late years been gradua ay becoming more and 
more lucrative Perhaps, for so smalla siate, 
this Klik damn -¢ offers is ad wa bait for sel- 
zure, as any now left unvisited by Gallic vio- 
lence, ; 


1 R 
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PRUSSIA 
Has almost ceased to be a power : the mis- 
fortunes which we formerly recorded as hav- 
ing befallen her armies continued with una- 
bated rigour. Her best generals were defeat- 
ed ; her wisest counsellors were embarassed ; 
founded, was 


her power, never very solidl; 
her honour, 


shaken to the very basis : at d 
which former dup licities hac 
epder suspected, had not i n retrieved. 
Though shorn of her glory, she 
to exist, i 
from absolute destruction, 
event either ruin or restore her. 


till some other 
If she is 


wise, she will endeavour to regain her repnta- | 
the loss of 


tion for integrity and sincerity 
that has been most severely punished; but 


the violence of the lesson she 
may prove salutary. 


RUSSIA. 
The British merchants resident in St. Pe- 


tersburgh subscribed 185,000 rubles towards | 

| of that empire. 

| been treated with permission to spend their 
| 


the defence of the Empire. Jan. 11. 
The Battle of Eylau Feb. 8, where termi- 
nated the series of actions which had been 


fought during several days, was extremely ho- | 
nourable to Russian bravery : it appears to | 
have laid Bonaparte under the necessity of | 
sending to all p irts under his ag” geet in or- 


der to augment his army, by all possil 
means, ‘The subseuptions for supportung the 
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ontributed to | 


is yet suffered | 


and is saved by the peace of Tilsit | 
r 1 a A 


| ding against the evi! day 
has: received | 
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eainst France are honoural » Russian 
patriotism ; the city of Petersburgh furnishes 
10,000 men, and half a million of rubles: 
Moscow 10,000 men, 300,000 Kiow 
80,000 rubles. Many wealthy 
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| fictal it may y 
| drawn away the money froi he treasury to 


ons ider: abl 


fi hi men ts are 


! ¢ propor- 
tion. er esta 
ds befits her empire, 
revenue, and we run on 
‘tion, in saying, that had not 

! ri 
numbers at the battle 
iave been much 


ults her 
contradi 
been wanting, her 
Friedland would 
than they were. 
The situation of the commerce between 
Britain and Russia is now very 
the treaty of commerce 1 


} 
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the articles which were no 
mitted by Russia, without. much _ hesitation 
and difficulty. If they are rescinded, such 
an agreement i of little value to Britain. 
British capital, connections, and industry 
elect any thing ». — But will thes 
established? This we know not: 
know, that hitherto Russia has found Britain 
her best customer ; and, in our opinion, the 
very circumstance we have mentioned, name- 
ly the acknowledged inability of the Russian 
treas ury, to meet extraordin ary contin rencies, 
should determine her conduct. In not provi- 
lay ring late 


li yCars, 


Britain has been to blame, not Russia; 

This country has endeavoured to oper 
rect and cons« queatial intercourse 
= but has failed. hid embassy 
afi ny fatigues and much expense, has 
been refused admission into the frontier town 
Her vessels, by .sea, have 


but after 
politeness, 
oe ’ "6 * , YP 

ittle political ‘effect 


or to barter their goods : 
of Chinese 
1 


money, 
a suflicient specimen 
they have returned with 
to boast of. 

Concerning the real state of the war 
with Persia, we have not been able to acquire 
any intelligence ; the seat of it is not ouly 
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remote, but it is out of the tr 
tion. Neither can we 
racy or detail, in what we know 
the Turkish provinces, 
pect to hear more full; ; 
that both parties has 
check : by which the 
have been answered 
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country wiil 
have enough to di 


1 uisitive eye: 


mong her as 
South American provin- 
uns-Atlai 
does not greatly err, the mother 
, in no very long space of time, 
to preserve a proper respect 
and authority over her colonies. Av this 
time, the dominions of Spain are so exten- 
sive, that the sun is always apy ap setting 
to some part of them: but it is, pc rhaps, 
too much to expect that this will always con- 
tinue to be the case. Symptoms to the con- 
trary have been manifested at Buenos Ayres, 
and, some think, in other places, notwith- 
standing the failure of Miranda's expedition. 


European politics : 


tic noticeables. 


SWEDEN. 

he King of Sweden continues to maintain 
his resistance against Bonaparte. The neces- 
sity which Bonaparte four nd himself under to 
strengthen his army in Poland, produced a 
relief to the Swedish capital of Pomerania, 
Stralsund. But, the Swedes were 
too forward, orthe French General was in- 
tent on a feint, the relief did not prove per- 
manent, and the Swedis! ufféred a 
useless loss. This produced an armistice be- 
tween the Generals ; but the King refuséd his 
express ratification of it. The main purport 
of it was nevertheless held binding. It con- 
finued tll June when it was terminated 
on the part of the King of Sweden: who 
also issued a Proclamation in favour of the 
King of France. It is even said, that he 
jntended to raisea regiment of French emi- 
grants. He will be banished from Germany, 
if Bonaparte can accomplish it : and so will 
ali whe have hesitated to further that con- 
queror’s schemes. 
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SWITZERLAND 

Has proved itself lukewarm in support of 
Bonaparte : the Helvetic government received 
@ reprimand on the subject of the quota 
which it ought to have raised in February 
1807 : butof which nota man was 


Jisted. 


than before. The frozen mountains of Hel- 
vetia aré not to be warmed, effectually, by 
any flame Jess ardent than that of liberty 


! Russia, 


[vs 
TURKEY. 
War was declared by the Turks against 
Jan. 5, The instigator, no 
| doubt, is Fra nec. 
A note 


forelat 


1807. 


red, Jan. 17, to 
resident at Constantino- 
| them of the necessity for 

shuttin ng the passage of the Dardanelles and 

the Black Sea, against vessels of all nations 

during the war with Rus The neces 

| of this measure is appe F course 
coinmerce of the Black Sea is suspended. 

Feb. 20. 


was ltve 
the 


| } le, 


sla. ily 


Conferences were proceeding be- 
tween the Porte and Mr. Arbuthnot the Bri- 
tish Resident: they had for their object, the 
support of R and the restoration of the 
Hospodars of Wallachia and Moldavia, &c., 
friends to thé Russian interest. ‘These confer- 
ences have failed ; and the Hospodar at the 
age of 83 is decapitated. English persons 
an yin extreme danger. The Resi- 
dent consults his safety, by going on board the 
British frigate . The attempt of 


issla, 


i proper rt 


Endymion. 
Admiral if ckworth on Cons stantinople soon 
followed, during which the negotiations were 
fruitlessly renewed. English warehouses, &c. 
were sealed up, on the retreat of the British 
Admiral. 

The island of Tenedos, which almost com= 
mands the Dardanelles, was taken by a Rus- 
sian fleet, and has been held by them ever 
since 

A revolution in this government took place 
May 29, for the “eo of which, vide Pa- 
norama, Vol II. 1075 ;—for an account 
of the Grand Sei; eit adi Kindred, idem, 1008 

—and for the prophecy of Dr. Moore, in his 
Vox Stellarum, idem, p- 985. 

Very few particulars is to the conduct of 
the new government have hitherto reached 
us. f 

Turkey is, no doubt, included in the pri- 
vate articles of the peace of Tilsit ; what that 
may ultimately produce is known only to pro- 

vidence: but many judicions men_ suspect 
that this peace is little other than a signal for 
future wars. 


Such is the general aspect of the affairs of 


and of the British connections m 


What may be the result of 


Europe, 
various parts. 
those combinations of political interests which 
the present times have seen formed, exceeds 


the conjecture of the wisest of men. It will be 





then en- | 
We believe, that this people has dis- | 
played no greater ardour since this reprimand | 


our duty to watch events as they rise, and we 
shall endeavour to register them in our work 


with all the correctness and attention to which 


| they aye’ entitled. 
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